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“The Bingata Textiles of the Museum der Kulturen”

Bingata is one of the traditional crafts of Japan. Its history starts from the Ryukyu
Kingdom at the time it was an independent country. A unique tradition of the kingdom,
itis the representative dyed textile of the kingdom culture and possesses a characteristic
beauty, due to its development within a unique, non-Japanese culture, customs, climate
and history.

In August 2017, the presenter conducted a survey on the Ryukyu textiles stored in
Museum der Kulturen Basel. We confirmed four types of bingata materials during the
survey: clothing, uchikui (wrapping cloth), textile fragments, and stencils. The survey
recorded photographic images and details such as: measurements, patterns, composition,
color materials, color arrangements, and so on. As a result of the detailed investigations,
we were able to determine the key characteristics of each object. However, in the first
survey, due to the lack of time, we were not able to finish the investigation of the stencils
that are used as a tool for attaching the bingata patterns. In this presentation, [ would
therefore like to introduce the materials in the Museum der Kulturen Basel that we were
able to survey, namely the clothing, uchikui (wrapping cloth), and the textile fragments.
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