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Textiles of Ryukyu: The Background of Bingata Dyeing

The textiles of Ryukyu are known for their variety of materials and techniques, and also
for the fact that the traditional dyeing and weaving techniques are still performed today
on the remote islands of Okinawa. Up to now, many of our predecessors who devoted
themselves to textiles have studied the techniques and dyeing materials, and have
explained the unique and attractive characteristics of Ryukyu textiles.

However, such explanations do not tell the entire story of Ryukyu textiles. The dyed
textiles that have been passed down from the Ryukyu Kingdom include the products
arriving by ship from China (Ming and Qing Dynasties) and the Japanese mainland that
were used for the wardrobes and household furnishings of the royalty and high-ranking
elites. In addition, by examining the textile products made in Rytkyu Kingdom, it is clear
that some of the techniques have been lost at some time between the end of the early
modern and the modern eras; some include drawing, embroidery, tie-dye, and stencil
printing.

A technique used in bingata is to repeat dyeing with colored materials after paste-
resisting with stencils. I will present on the background of bingata by looking at the
similarities and differences between bingata and the textiles brought by ship to the
Rytukyi Kingdom and the discontinued textile traditions.
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