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“Okinawan Textiles with Woven Patterns at the Japan Folk Crafts Museum”

Many high quality Okinawan crafts are stored in the Japan Folk Crafts Museum in Tokyo.
They were mainly collected in 1939 - 1940 by Muneyoshi Yanagi and a group of mingei
artists. The collection numbers 380 fabrics with woven patterns, 413 bingata fabrics, and
657 textile fragments. From 1990 onward, the presenter surveyed the museum’s
collection, taking detailed photographs and noting minute details of all Okinawan textiles.
In 2018 the survey was completed with the publication of a three-volume report.

The collection of the Japan Folk Crafts Museum was gathered with reference to the artistic
sensibilities of Yanagi Muneyoshi, and its aesthetic value is widely known. Nonetheless,
except for its better-known representative objects, no detailed survey or research have
been performed on the museum’s objects in storage, except to determine their status as
folk art.

As aresult of his research on the fabrics with woven fabrics in the museum, the presenter
was able to conclusively demonstrate various points regarding the unique beauty of
Okinawan textiles.

Raw materials for Okinawan fabrics include materials such as ramie, banana fiber, silk,
and cotton. The woven fabrics created at Shuri used various materials such as silk, cotton,
and banana fiber were used in an especially free manner. Among these, the material
tejima was composed of a complicated mixture of grids and patterns. The grids were
made with many colors, utilizing silk with good color-binding properties, and cotton that
had a good compatibility with indigo for the patterns. In ayanaka, with its distinctive
warp pattern, the warped portions were arranged with fine, densely arranged threads,
causing the pattern to stand out.

As such examples amply demonstrate, Okinawan textiles with woven patterns were
created through complex weaving techniques and creative ingenuity. In this presentation,
[ will present the special characteristics of the Okinawan textiles with woven patterns in
the collections of the Japan Folk Crafts Museum and, additionally, in the Museum der
Kulturen in Basel.
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