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The “Documents Related to the Royal Sho Family of the Ryukyu Kingdom” in the
collection of Naha City Museum of History consists of 1166 written documents and 85
pieces of arts and crafts that stem from the Royal Sho family that ruled the Ryukyu
Kingdom for about four hundred years. Due to its historical value, the collection was
designated as National Treasure in 2006. At present this collection is the only National
Treasure of documents in Okinawa Prefecture.

The 85 pieces of arts and crafts in the collection consist of eight royal costumes, forty-two
bingata textiles, fifteen textiles with woven patterns, five metalwork objects, nine
lacquered objects, three ceramic vessels, and three swords. Although the production age
varies depending on the materials, all objects date to a time between the 15th to the 19th
centuries.

The royal costumes were worn by the king wore at ceremonies with importance to the
kingdom, such as a crowns, Chinese costumes (Chinese ceremonial costumes), and
accessories. This archival collection contains the only existing crowns and royal costumes
and document the tributary connection between the Rytikyu Kingdom and China.

A special characteristic of the bingata costumes are compositions that combine a bright
yellow ground with large patterns. Another one of the special features is the use of dragon
and phoenix patterns that were regarded as symbols of Ryukyu royalty.

Woven textile costumes are characterized by geometric kasuri patterns developed in the
Rytikyt Kingdom. The banana fiber used for some of the costumes in the collection was a
material that was widely used for costumes for everyone in the kingdom, including the
royal family, the warrior class, and commoners. The texture of the banana fiber used for
the royal family, however, is especially fine and required advanced techniques that have
since been lost: as a result, it is impossible to restore these costumes.

The metal ritual objects used for royal ceremonies were made with precise forging
techniques. The royal jewel crown was made of a tin bottle with winding glass beads; it
is likely that the beads were imported from China or Southeast Asia.

Lacquerware consist of royal ceremonial utensils and furniture used in the palace. Red
lacquerware with inlaid gold was used for rituals, and are decorated with a dense



decoration of peonies, spindle chains patterns, and the royal family crest,
hidarimitsudomoe, or the three tomoe design.

The ceramic objects in the collection all stem from local Rytuikyu production. Each of the
objects can be said to have Japanese, Chinese, or Southeast Asian characteristics.

Although the three swords in the collection were made in Japan, the mounts of two of the
swords were made in the Ryukyu Kingdom. The two local mounts were made with metal
and lacquer and display the character “heaven” indicating royal ownership and bear
traces of engravings.

Accordingly, we can say that the art objects stemming from the Royal Sho family are
important for their ability to display a range of craft techniques that were developed in
the Ryukyu Kingdom.
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