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“Kamakura Yoshitaro and the Culture of Ryiikyu and Okinawa”

The purpose of my report is to explain the historical background of the cultural formation
of the Ryukyu Kingdom and Okinawa, and to evaluate the contemporary significance of
the documentary materials contained in the archives of Yoshitaro Kamakura.

A remarkable tendency, especially seen from the field of historical studies, is that the
culture of the Ryukyu Kingdom and Okinawa is usually seen in binary terms, that is, the
question of whether it is Japanese or Chinese takes center stage. This tendency is
especially conspicuous in early modern Ryukyu cultural studies. Early modern Ryukyt is
commonly seen as the time from the military invasion of Ryukyu Kingdom by a group of
influential people from early modern Japan in 1609 to the political annexation by modern
Japan in 1879. In addition to the political and diplomatic relations with the Chinese
Empire that existed prior to this time, this was an era when it also became strongly
influenced by Japan.

Surely it is problematic that the evaluation of Rytikyu and Okinawa culture is solely based
on the question of whether it is Japanese or Chinese? While the influences from Japan and
China cannot be denied, it should also be necessary to think about the development of
Rytukyt’s own culture. With this in mind, [ would like to think about the cultural
characteristics of the Rytkyu Kingdom and Okinawa from their written culture and other
angles.

Based on such considerations, I would like to introduce the value of the historical material
in the archives of Yoshitaro Kamakura. Kamakura was assigned to Okinawa as an art
teacher in the early 20th century, and during this time he collected not only art objects
such as bingata textiles, but also historical materials with a wide range of interests, such
as those from the Amami - Okinawa - Miyako Yaeyama areas. His documents also include
historical materials on the restoration of the Shuri Castle, which is currently registered
as a World Heritage Site. The Kamakura archives contain essential documentary
materials not only for historical studies, but also for many other fields. I would like to
analyze the importance of analyzing Yoshitaro Kamakura archival materials in
considering future studies of the Ryukyu Kingdom and Okinawa.
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