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In August 2017, the presenter conducted a survey of 28 pieces of clothing, numerous
textile fragments, and other objects at the Museum der Kulturen Basel (MKB). Out of the
materials surveyed at that time, [ will report today on the 28 pieces of clothing. I will first
highlight the formats, materials, patterns and preservation state of these 28 objects, and
will then consider the production period of the MKB materials. It was initially possible to
determine that the formats of the MKB objects were created in a Ryukyu style during the
time of the Ryuikyu Kingdom and an eclectic kimono style brought over from mainland
Japan during modern times. The materials used in the clothing includes warp of silk (four
items), cotton (six items), ramie (three items), mechanically spun ramie (one item),
banana fiber (ten items), and-tunbyan (four items). The patterns include stripes, lattices,
kasuri, brocade, and gauze. The preservation states of the bamboo fiber and the tunbyan
material were remarkably fine.

Based on the above items, an attempt was made to determine the age of the textiles in the
MKB collection. The drawing of the silk and hemp textile designs matched the ones that
had been specially ordered during the Ryukyu Kingdom, and it is extremely likely that
they were made during this period. On the other hand, mechanically spun ramie threads
and cotton spun threads are materials and techniques that were imported from mainland
Japan during the modern period. Therefore it can be said that some of the textiles in the
MKB collection were produced during the Ryukyu Kingdom era (up to 1879) and others
were produced afterwards.

The Battle of Okinawa in 1945 was tremendously destructive to human life and cultural
heritage of Okinawa Prefecture. Therefore it is tremendously important for even one
piece of Ryukyu textile to survive unto the present. Furthermore, the preservation status
of the banana fiber and tunbyan textiles in the MKB collection is of an even higher level
than those preserved within Japan. Perhaps this single fact can be said to be the single
most important feature of the MKB collection.
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