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Visualizing social networks and political careers during the Roman
Principate with Geovistory (BETA)

Zurich™

r
XXXIII

oA P A

Nikolas Hachler

Historisches Seminar

Associated researcher, Institute of History, University of Zurich

Visualizations of socio-political
networks

As scientific methods, prosopography and social network analysis as
well as the possibility of their visualizations greatly aid historians to
identify and illustrate initially often hidden connections within various
socio-political contexts. This is particularly important when large
amounts of data have to be processed and interpreted in a
meaningful way. In addition, visualizations in the context of public
presentations or in didactic settings can help to showcase complex
iIssues in an intelligible form. The online-software Geovistory (BETA)
supports researchers aiming to systematically analyze and visualize
(social) networks throughout history based on literary and
documentary sources. It is developed by KleioLab supervised by
Jonas Schneider and David Knecht. First results of the use of this
software can be seen here based on the visualization of social
networks during the Roman Principate (Fig. 1-4).
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# Home / YourProjects / Composition, function and significance of the senatorial order during the 3rd century AD feedback e N

() Person - Afranius Hannib... * () Person - T. Flavius Postu...

T. Flavius Postumius Titianus o: sssoss

<
Class: Person
Specific fields I Show empty fields
Death (1) + v
Joined groups (2) +
Left Groups (2) + v
Has localisations (1) + v
Is member of (13) + ~
Membership Group (Organization) Has appellation has membership type Description When
£¢ Membership Governors of Africa proconsularis 295 - 296
O Group
S el Curatores aquarum et Miniciae 293 294
O Group
¢ Membership Governors of Campania 297 - 293
O Group
¢ Membership Correctores of Italia Transpadana 290 - 291
O Group
%
# Home |/ YourProjects /| Composition, function and significance of the senatorial order during the 3rd century AD feedback e
) Text 24669098 %
588 /10000 characters Hide Annotations Save < » Annotations <+ Add
A tated
Normal s B I U Normal g -4 m:;xat * Pproperty Entity
CILVI 1418 = ILS 2941, from Rome (Italia): T(ito) Fl(avio) Postumio Titiano v(iro) co(n)s(ulari) / proco(n)s(uli) « T(ito) FI(...Refers To gzz‘ius Postumius Titianus
prov(inciae) Africae / co(n)s(ulari) aquarum et Miniciae / corr(ectori) Campaniae / corr(ectori) Italiae Transpadanae /
cognoscenti vice sacra / p(raetori) k(andidato) q(uaestori) k(andidato) pontifici dei Solis / auguri oratori pronepoti et « proco(n... Refers To Governors of Africa proconsular s
Grou

sec/tatori M(arci) Postumi Festi orat(oris) / T(itus) Aelius Poemenius v(ir) e(gregius) suffragio eius / ad proc(urationem)

aquarum promotus / patrono praestantissimo. Correctores of Italia Transpadar ¢

« corr(ect... Refers To

For further information see EDCS: http://www.manfredclauss.de/

« corr(ect... Refers To G%vernors of Campania
0

ludices vice Caesaris totius Orie B

« cognosc...Refers To
O Group

« co(n)s(u... Refers To SuGﬁect consuls
rou

«aquaru... RefersTo Curatores aquarum et Miniciae ¢

« p(raetor... Refers To Prgetores
ou

« q(uaest... Refers To 8uaestores

Group

« pontifici...Refers To Pontifices dei Solis

«auguri» Refers To AOUSUFGS
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Fig.1: Localizations of senatorial office-holders between 284-305, snapshot of the year 301 AD,
focus on Ephesus as capital of Asia
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Date X

Jun 17,283 AD

Active line
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Y-value of active line
17 show details

Fig. 2: Table of senatorial governors from 284-305 AD, snapshot of the year 293 AD
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Fig. 3a (top): Individual entry of the senator T. Flavius Postumius Titianus, containing
information with regard to his death, family structures and cursus honorum based on the known
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Fig. 3b (below): Example of an annotated source text (CIL VI 1418) as basis for the
reconstruction of the career of T. Flavius Postumius Titianus

Objectives of Geovistory (BETA)

« All analysis are source-based due to the possibility of a
systematic registration of primary and secondary sources:
— Creation of a personal library of source texts and secondary
literature
— Systematic annotation of sources
— Linking of source texts with structured data
* Creation of analyzable files:
— Individual registration of structured data related to separate
topics and personal projects
— Construction of personal information systems
« Possibilities of individual analysis and publication:
— Generation of (geographical) visualizations
— Publication of (annotated) source texts, compiled data and
visualizations on-line

Contact

KleioLab GmbH

Jonas Schneider & David Knecht
Pfeffingerstrasse 59

CH-4053 Basel

E-Mail: info@kleiolab.ch
Website: htips://kleiolab.ch/

Nikolas Hachler
E-Mail: nikolas.haechler@uzh.ch
Website: https://www.hist.uzh.ch/de.html
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Fig. 4: Visualization of the socio-economic connections of persons mentioned on the album decurionum from

Canusium (CIL IX 338)
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